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As we continue with our series on the church, we would be amiss if 

we did not take a least one week to discuss the role of prayer in the 

church, because it is our means to being empowered by God to carry 

out the mission He has given us.  

 

Prayer is not some mystical, magical source of power, but the means 

by which God’s empowering is availed to us. Prayer is simply the 

means by which we come to God through dependent trust and 

confident faith, looking for God to work for His glory and for our 

growth.  

 

I take you to Acts 4 this morning to show you a sound bite in the life 

of the early church—just one example of the early church being 

empowered through God-centered prayer.  

 

But first let me set the stage of chapters 3 & 4 for you.  

� Jesus was uniquely demonstrating His power through the 

apostles to verify that the church was His witness in the world.  

� Peter and John heal a lame man in chapter 3.  

� Created a stir among the people of Jerusalem  

� Peter takes advantage of this opportunity to preach the 

gospel—to clarify that it was in the name of Jesus that this 

miracle took place, and to call people to repent of theirs sins 

and put their faith in Jesus Christ.  

� Peter’s preaching met with great success which made the 

religious rulers, who were instrumental in the crucifixion of 

Jesus, jealous and angry. 

� Peter and John arrested for preaching that Christ has risen.  

� The next day the Jewish leaders gathered to interrogate Peter 

and John [4:7] 

� Peter again took this as an opportunity to preach Christ [4:8-

12] 

� The response of the Jewish leaders was to command Peter 

and John to not preach or teach in the name of Jesus again 

(4:18) 

� [vs. 19-20] 

� Seeing that Peter and John were not going to violate their 

conscience before God to obey human commands, they 

threatened Peter and John further and let them go.  

 

As soon as Peter and John were released from prison, they went to 

the find the church, and when they had told them all that had 

happened and been said, the church got on its knees and began to 

pray! [23-24a]  

 

We must never forget that when the pressure of persecution comes, 

the church’s initial and primary response is to pray—to pray for God 

to empower us to be faithful.  

 

How timely is this reminder in light of the Supreme Court’s ruling this 

week that overturned the right of states to ban same-sex unions.  

� Will put pressure on believers in the market place.  

� Will put pressure on religious liberty 

� Will put pressure on local churches  

Our response to this institutionalizing of homosexuality must be to 

pray that God will empower us to be faithful to the teaching of His 

Word and the to grieve the distain this is to God and to teach God’s 

people how to respond with biblical wisdom. When times of greater 

pressure intensify, our response must be to pray and to say with the 

apostles, “we must obey God rather than me” (Acts 5:29).  



 

 

From the church’s example in Acts 4, we can learn 3 keys to 

experiencing God’s empowering through prayer.  

 

[24b - 31] 

 

1.  Pray with a Godward focus (24b). 

 

Notice that they begin by setting their eyes on who God is. They 

appeal to God as the Creator of heaven and earth—vs 24: “O Lord, it 

is You who made the heave and the earth and the sea, and all that is 

in them…” What does God’s role as Creator have to do with the threat 

of persecution? Everything! They are establishing God’s authority 

over all people and all things as our Creator. As our Creator, God is 

endowed with infinite power, wisdom, and sovereignty.  

 

We would be wise to begin all of our praying by focusing on who God 

is in His authority, wisdom, power, supremacy, mercy, grace, justice, 

and holiness. Do you see how this causes our faith to rise and our fear 

to fade? We must set our eyes on God because we cannot truly pray 

in dependent trust and confident faith unless we center our prayers 

around who God is. Whenever we set ourselves to pray, the first 

question we must ask ourselves is, “who is God?!”  Otherwise, we 

might pray out of fear and frustration rather than faith.  

 

2. Pray with a biblical perspective (25-28).  

 

Notice now how they turn immediately from God’s character to God’s 

Word. They quote Psalm 2 as a way of recognizing that this has not 

taken God by surprise; nor should they be surprised because the Lord 

has said that such times would come. [24b-28] They are reading their 

circumstances in light of the Scriptures. The same should be true for 

us. When times of greater pressure and even persecution arise, a 

biblical perspective doesn’t say, “I can’t believe this is happening,” 

bec the Lord warned us that such times would come. "All who diesire 

to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim 3:12). Jesus said, 

“In the world you will have tribulation, but take courage, I have 

overcome the world” (John 16:33). Jesus told us that we would have 

needs, and yet our heavenly Father “knows what you need, before 

you ask Him” (Matt 6:8). And so a biblical perspective recognizes that 

our difficult circumstances are not an interruption to what God is 

doing, but a means by which God may mysteriously work out His 

greater kingdom purposes in our lives.  

 

A biblical perspective always clings to the sovereignty of God over all 

things, regardless of one’s circumstances. Notice vs. 28: these godless 

men were united together against Jesus “to do whatever Your hand 

and Your purpose predestined to occur.” They recognized that even 

through the jealous and malicious deeds of men, God was ultimately 

working out His plan of redemption. So we know that God’s purposes 

will ultimately be fulfilled because even Satan and sinful men are 

under the sovereign hand of God. That’s a biblical perspective.  

 

So when we set out to pray, we must not only ask “who is God,” but 

also “What has God said in Scripture in light of my circumstances?” 

The substance of our prayers must reflect the wisdom of God’s word.  

 

3. Present a God-honoring request (29-31).  

 

What’s so striking about vs. 29 & 30 is that the church doesn’t even ask God 

to spare them of the persecution. They simply say, “take note of their 

threats” and empower us to speak your word with confidence.” They are 

asking God for the power to do what they know will honor Him—the power 



to be faithful. Ultimately, in vs. 30, they are asking God to work. The unique 

thing about the church is that it’s the only institution that is primarily 

dependent upon what God’s does. Every other organization depends on 

what people do, but we depend on what God does, seeking His empowering 

to be a part of His work. Even in the midst of their turmoil, the church was 

not primarily focused on their immediate needs and concerns but about 

seeing God’s hand work in conjunction with His will.   

 

So when we set out to pray, we would do well to ask these three questions:  

� Who is God in light of my circumstances?  

� What has He said in the Scriptures? 

� How might He work for His glory? 

 

In vs 31, we see God’s response to His praying church: [31]. God may not 

always display His power so dramatically, yet which is more powerful—

shaking a building or changing a human heart to love, trust, and obey God? 

Shaking a building or giving believers the boldness to speak God’s word in 

the face of persecution?  

 

As we seek to be a church that is empowered by God in the witness of the 

gospel, I would encourage us to pray with a Godward focus and a biblical 

perspective while pleading with God to work for His glory.  

 

These last couple weeks in the life of our church are a call for us to pray—to 

pray for God to be at work.  

� As we continue to pray for the Johnson family, we need to pray that 

God will be sustaining them by his grace each day.  

� As we consider how many people heard the gospel this week as a 

result of Andy’s life, we  need to pray that God will be at work 

fulfilling His every purpose.  

� As we pray for Aric and Megan, we need to pray that God will use 

their circumstances for His transforming work.  

� As we pray for Pastor Gordon’s recovery and the influence that he 

has in hundreds of lives, we need to pray for God to work out His 

glorious purposes.  

� As we pray for our nation so deeply in need of God’s mercy, we 

need to pray that God will give us wisdom and boldness in sharing 

the gospel.  

� And what about the needs in your life? Who is God? What has He 

said? How might He be working to display His glory?  

 

I Peter 4:7 ~ “The end of all things is at hand; therefore, be of sound 

judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.” 

 

I Peter 3:12 ~ "For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, And His 

ears attend to their prayer, But the face of the Lord is against those 

who do evil." 
 

Col 4:2 ~ “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an 

attitude of thanksgiving” 

 

James 5:16 ~ “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective” 

 

Phil 4:6-7 ~ “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

 


